Comedy Writing
Technigues

www.pigeonparkpress.com
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Heide Goody & lain Grant
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writegear

TOOLS TO HELP YOU TELL YOUR STORY

yNE
“pagers.,

THE WRITER'S
NOTEBOOK

EVERY STORY STARTS WITH page”

THE ULTIMATE STRUCTURED NOTEBOOK
TO HELP YOU TELL YOUR STORY!

DIVIDED INTO 7 SECTIONS TO HELP YOU PLAN AND STRUCTURE:
&

SETTINGS SCENES

& o~ ¥
SUBMISSIONS RESEARCH |IDEAS

192 PAGES - UNIQUE PAGE LAYOUTS - LAY FLAT BINDING - COLOUR CODED EDGES
COLOUR COORDINATED PEN HOLDER, ELASTIC BAND & RIBBON - BACK POCKET

GRAB YOUR COPY TODAY
WWW.WRITEGEAR.CO.UK/SHOP

Page One is a gem. With clear sections for both the creative and the business part of the work, it's a

valuable tool for bath beginners and pros alike! | certainly use mine! Sarah Pinborough



http://www.pigeonparkpress.com/
mailto:info@pigeonparkpress.com

Housekeeping

* Please keep yourself muted (there will be a chance to talk later).
* Put any questions you have in the chat bar.

* Your comfort.

* Privacy and data-sharing.

* Plot, story and character elements of comedy (lain)
* Scene elements of comedy (Heide)
* Q&A / Sentence-level techniques



Setting, Character and Plot
elements in a Comedy story



The Un-Real World

The Real World




 The absurd & ridiculous

The Un-Real World -+ Lots of opportunity for
comedy

e Suspension of disbelief

* Lots of opportunity to
alienate your audience.

The mundane world

Not particularly funny

Easy to believe/understand
“Safe”

The Real World




Fantasy elements m—)
Science fiction )
Unusual characters =)

< | Believable characters
<  Interesting relationships

Mixed genre/tone m——)
A wacky world = e—)

4 | Strong world-building
< | Confident writing
Absurd humour E——)
Unexpected events m—)
¢ | Clear storyline / structure

Compressed time and space )



Concept

< | Clear storyline / structure
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Structure ¢ | Clear storyline / structure
Absurd humour —— )
>

Unexpected events
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Out of Hours




Setting

The Complete
Eleventh Series




Unexpected events m—)

< | Clear storyline / structure

Structure

THE LEGENDARY INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLERS

TERRY PRATCHETT
&N

NOW

APRIME '\
ORIGINAL

AND BBC

CLOVENHOOF'S
DIARY

Complete peace of mind...
for a tiny piece of your mind.

'DOUGLAS ADAMS
Based onthefamousRadioseries
i : Heide Goody & lain Grant

‘Marvellously benign, ridiculously iInventive and gloriou unny
- 30 1 A




Unusual characters =)

¢ | Believable characters
Interesting relationships

Characters ¢

The Complete

Eleventh Series » - GUARDS' GUARD
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Character relationships — Guards! Guards!

Colon
(Laziness)
Vimes
Nobbs Carrot

(Crookedness) (Moral duty)



Character relationships — Red Dwarf

Cat
(Shallow and carefree)

I

Lister

7N\

Rimmer Kryten
(petty selfishness) (Duty and care)



Unusual characters =)
Characters < | Believable characters
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Heide Goody
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MEN IN BLACK

A sane “straight” character A comedic characterin a

among wacky characters and “straight” setting
strange events. (fish out of water)



Characters — Growth vs Reset Button

)Be‘gl_;ebe lle Hooflandia

. . Heide Goody and Iain Grant
Heide Goody and Iain Grant

The Complete

Eleventh Series




Fantasy elements m—)
Science fiction )
Unusual characters =)

< | Believable characters
<  Interesting relationships

Mixed genre/tone m——)
A wacky world = e—)

4 | Strong world-building
< | Confident writing
Absurd humour E——)
Unexpected events m—)
¢ | Clear storyline / structure

Compressed time and space )



Fantasy elements m—)
Science fiction — = —)
Unusual characters =)
Mixed genre/tone m——)

A wacky world — eo—)

Absurd humour =——)
Unexpected events m—)

Compressed time and space m—)

 The absurd & ridiculous

* Lots of opportunity for
comedy

e Suspension of disbelief

* Lots of opportunity to
alienate your audience.




